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SECRET STATE 091872 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, YE 

SUBJECT: YEMENI INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION 

REF: (A) SANA 1501 (NOTAL); (B) SANA 1490; (C) SANA 1345 

L. FOR JIDDA: IN REVIEWING YEMENI SITUATION AS OUTLINED 
IN THOUGHTFUL SANA REFTELS, DEPARTMENT WOULD BENEFIT 
FROM EMBASSY JIDDA'S ASSESSMENT OF YAR POLITICAL DEVELOP- 
MENTS FROM SAUDI PERSPECTIVE. AS APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY 
PRESENTS ITSELF YOU MAY WISH TO SUMMARIZE IN LOW KEY 
GENERALIZED FASHION EMBASSY SANA'S CONCERN ABOUT INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS FACING YARG. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN SAUDI 
COMMENTS ON CURRENT YEMENI SITUATION. 

2. FOR SANA: IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE YOUR LATEST 
ANALYSIS, IN SOME DEPTH, OF THE VARIOUS FORCES OPPOSED TO 
AL-HAMDI REGIME. IN PARTICULAR, WHAT ARE MAIN OPPOSITION 
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GROUPS? TO WHAT EXTENT ARE THEY TRIBAL, WITHOUT DEEP 
IDEOLOGICAL UNDERPINNINGS? WHAT ARE THEIR FOREIGN CON- 
NECTIONS. IF ANY? WHAT LOCAL POLITICAL ALLIANCES HAVE THEY 
BEEN, OR WILL THEY BE, ABLE TO ESTABLISH? WHAT MIGHT BE 
RESULT IF THEY WERE SUCCESSFUL IN FORCING AL-HAMDI OUT OF 
OFFICE? 
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3. WE WANT TO BE MOST CAREFUL TO AVOID GIVING IMPRESSION 
THAT IT IS U.S. POLICY TO BECOME ENTANGLED IN YAR INTERNAL 
POLITICS. NEVERTHELESS, GIVEN OUR ROLE IN SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE FOR AL-HAMDI REGIME AS WELL AS OUR CONCERN FOR 
POLITICAL STABILITY IN PENINSULA, WE HAVE OBVIOUS INTEREST 
IN YAR POLITICAL TRENDS INSOFAR AS THEY AFFECT BASIC U.S. 
INTERESTS AND OBJECTIVES. AS FAR AS YAR-SAUDI RELATIONS 
ARE CONCERNED, OUR INTERESTS CLEARLY ARE NOT ALWAYS 
IDENTICAL WITH SAUDIS’ INTERESTS, PARTICULARLY INSOFAR 
AS INVOLVEMENT IN YAR INTERNAL AFFAIRS IS CONCERNED. 

WHILE WE WISH TO ENCOURAGE BROADSAUDI-YAR COOPERATION, 
AND INDEED ARE MAKING SPECIFIC CONTRIBUTION TO THIS END, 

WE DO NOT WANT TO ENCOURAGE EITHER SIDE TO BELIEVE THEY 
CAN LOOK AUTOMATICALLY TO USG AS GO-BETWEEN IN SMOOTHING 
OUT THE INEVITABLE FRICTIONS WHICH DEVELOP IN YAR-SAUDI 
RELATIONS, PARTICULARLY THOSE INVOLVING POLITICAL PER- 
SONALITIES. 

VANCE 
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